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                                          St Stephens Community Academy 

               “Embracing Learning; Inspiring Ambition; Celebrating Individuality.”

 

	SPRING TERM 2024
Termly Curriculum Overview
Year 4


	ENGLISH


	Over the Spring Term we will be looking at a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts. The children will be building up their knowledge of composition to write their own stories, letters and explanation texts. 

	How to help


	If you can, visit the library to find books about our topics.  Enjoy reading with and to your child and encourage them to read often from a variety of sources, including books, magazines and comics and online texts. 

	MATHEMATICS


	In Maths we will be learning about Roman Numerals, multiplication and division. There will continue to be a huge focus on times tables and we will carry on with our weekly ‘Around the World Challenge’.

	How to help


	Practice the times tables daily with your child. By the end of year 4 children should know all the multiplication facts up to 12 x 12. Play games together and ask questions when out linked to shapes you can see. Use My Maths, TT Rockstars and other educational maths games.

	SCIENCE 


	Our Science unit this term is Electricity. We will be looking at what uses electricity and how to build a working circuit. 

After half term we will be looking at States of Matter and learning about the water cycle and carrying out experiments changing objects from solids to liquids to gases. 

	How to help


	Find electrical items in your home and talk about how they work. Discuss the importance of switches.
Create a list of things that are solids, liquids and gases. Set up an experiment to create your own cloud.

	ART and DT
	In Art we will be focussing on painting. They will learn how to use the brush in different ways and create different colours.
In DT we will be focussing on construction. We will be building earthquake proof structures. 


	How to help


	Practice painting skills at home. Look at different buildings and discuss how they have been built. What materials did they use?

	COMPUTING
	In computing we will be learning about editing pictures. We will look at rotating and cropping before changing colours and features of photos. We will also discuss the pros and cons of editing images.

	How to help


	Use skills learnt in class to change images of your choice  Practice times tables using TT Rockstars and other online games.

	HUMANITIES


	In History we will be learning about the Romans and how their invasions affected Britain.
In Geography we will be learning about natural disasters. We will be looking at how earthquakes happen, volcanoes erupt and what causes a tsunami.



	How to help


	Create your own Roman shield. Find out about an aspect of the Romans which interests you.

Research famous earthquakes or volcanoes that have happened. 

	PSHE
	 We will be continuing to focus on a relevant news item each week and think about how it affects us or others and discuss what we can do about it.

	How to help


	Talk about emotions and different ways to cope with them. Share moments and achievements they are proud of.

	 R.E.
	For the first half term we will be focussing on Hinduism. We will learn about Brahman and how Hindus worship. 

In the second half term we will focus on Christianity and why Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday.

	How to help

	Talk about what they have learnt in school. Discuss how people of different or no religions view the world.

	SPANISH
	This term children will listen to and become involved in stories and songs. They will build their vocabulary and begin to become involved in conversations where they will ask and answer questions along with sharing opinions.

	How to help

	Research and use some basic Spanish vocabulary in everyday life. Use Spanish when greeting each other or asking simple questions.


	MUSIC


	Mrs Gilbert will be teaching our music this term.

	How to help
	Discuss the music they like to listen to at home. Can they recognise genre, rhythm, beat?


	PHYSICAL EDUCATION


	We will be learning gymnastics with Arena this term on a Monday and be learning about Healthy Hearts, Healthy Minds with Arena on a Wednesday.

	How to help
	P.E will be on a Monday and Wednesday this term. Encourage them to be active and participate in different activities outside of school.


	USEFUL AND FUN WEBSITES

	Maths: https://www.mymaths.co.uk/ , https://ttrockstars.com/
ICT: http://www.j2e.com/



Useful Information

Mornings

Please could your child arrive at school for 8:40.
Snacks
Please provide your child with a healthy snack to have at break time.
Drinks

Please send your child in with a bottle filled with water (not juice).
Homework and Reading
Please read daily with your child and practise times tables. Please see homework grid for other pieces.
Learning Organisers and Vocabulary Mats
Please read the learning organisers and vocabulary mats given out at the start of each topic.
If you have any concerns, queries or suggestions please feel free to chat to us anytime.
Mrs Hunt and Miss Callcut
