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St Stephens Community Academy
“Embracing Learning; Inspiring Ambition; Celebrating Individuality.”

 

	SPRING TERM 2026
Termly Curriculum Overview
Year 5


	ENGLISH


	This term the children will be really testing their creative skills in our writing.  Continuing to improve fluency in using dictionaries and thesauruses and expanding their vocabulary.  Continue to polish their composing and rehearsing to progressively build rich and varied sentences to wow the reader.  Perfect their use of inverted commas for dialogue and use more complex punctuation:  brackets, dashes and commas for parenthesis.  In narrative writing describe setting, character and plot.

In reading understand a wider and more complex vocabulary.  Draw inferences and justify with evidence from the text.  Understand how and why a writer has used clauses to add information to a sentence.

	How to help


	Visit the library to find books about our topics.  Enjoy reading with and to your child and encourage them to read often from a variety of sources, including books, magazines and comics and online texts.  Use recipes at home with your child.  Children are most welcome to bring in their own books to share in class-it is always lovely to share a favourite one.  

	MATHEMATICS


	This term in maths we will be revisiting our learning from Year 4 on fractions before our new Year 5 learning. Children are familiar with the idea of equivalent fractions from earlier study but they will move on to find out how unit fractions can be expressed in other forms. Children will use a variety of representations, including fractions of shapes, number lines and fraction walls as well as the abstract form, so that they understand the relationships. They complement this conceptual understanding by using their times-table knowledge to find missing numerators or denominators, working both horizontally and vertically.

Children will then move on to finding equivalent fractions, dealing with mixed number fractions and then adding and  subtracting fractions.
We will be applying our learning from multiplication to the calculation of area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes and regular polygons.

	How to help


	The secret to success is practising little and often. Use time wisely. Can you practise these facts while walking to school or during a car journey? You don’t need to practise them all at once: perhaps you could have a fact of the day. 



	SCIENCE 


	This term in science, the children will be examining Space and Animals, including humans.  The movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system.  Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth.  Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky. Examine how humans change as they grow older.  Also, look at the changes that occur with puberty.  Look at the gestation period for different animals and compare this to humans.

	How to help


	It is a fantastic time of year for examining the stars and the phases of the Moon with the short days and long nights.  Particularly examining and recognising whether the Moon is waxing or waning and where it is in the sky over a series of days.

	ART and DT
	In art the children will experiment with colour through the medium of painting. They will mix and match colours to observations of still life, including artefacts and natural objects. They will work on a range of scales and learn to learn to use larger brushes for large paper areas and consider how different brushes or tools will create different effects and textures. They will be encouraged to mix a range of secondary colours, shades and tones.  
In DT we will be creating stuffed toys by cutting and sewing. We  will learn how to use a blanket stich and possibly also experience the effective and safe use of a sewing machine.



	How to help


	Practice painting at home.  Ask your child to demonstrate the techniques we have been learning in school. 

	COMPUTING
	We will be looking at Creating Media – Video production. This unit gives learners the opportunity to learn how to create short videos in groups. As they progress, they will be exposed to topic-based language and develop the skills of capturing, editing, and manipulating video. They will be working in small groups to investigate the use of devices and software. Step-by-step, they will take their idea from conception to completion. At the conclusion of the unit, learners have the opportunity to reflect on and assess their progress in creating a video.

	How to help


	Children can work on and develop their own projects or use the very versatile programs in J2E for their own ideas at any time on computer or tablet.


	HISTORY

	We will examine Ancient Greece and look specifically at the story of the Trojan horse, discussing whether it is a historical fact, legend or Classical myth. During the enquiry pupils will have opportunities through the application and analysis of a wide range of historical skills and resources to: describe and explain the main events in the siege of the city of Troy during the Trojan War in Ancient Greece; evaluate the visual, written and archaeological evidence which presently exists regarding the Trojan Horse, reach a conclusion and make a judgment regarding whether the story of the Trojan Horse is (in their opinion) fact, legend or myth, and justify their decision.

	How to help


	Read historical books or visit websites about ancient Greece. There are many excellent Greek myth stories and films. 

	GEOGRAPHY


	This term we will be looking at Mountains and Volcanoes.  We will explore how mountains are formed and how climate varies between different mountain types. Additionally, we will particularly look at how volcanoes affect the lives of people on Hiemey. We will study location, climate, economy and statistics of different regions.  

	How to help


	Encouraging children to read non-fiction books sometimes rather than all fiction and choosing books or television programmes that widen their knowledge of the World.

	PSHE

	This term we will look at Keeping Safe – including making decisions when considering different scenarios and Rights and Respect, using the SCARF resources.

	How to help


	Discussing at home what they have learned in school and what techniques you use to stay healthy and safe online.  .

	 R.E.
	This term in R.E we will be exploring the question – What does it mean if God is holy and loving? We will think about the qualities we think a god should have and why before looking at how this links to what Christians and other religions believe about their god or gods.  

	How to help

	Discussing your own faith and beliefs with your children and also, with the Community and Inheritance aspect, looking at your family history of faith.  


	SPANISH
	During this term, pupils learn the language for family members.  They re-tell the story 'The giant turnip'. They learn how to say 'Tengo un/una ..que se llama...' I have a ...called... and apply this also in the context of pets.  They also learn adjectives for describing personality and physical description (hair and eyes).  They use key verbs in the 3rd person singular and plural: -- tiene (has), es (is), tienen (have), son (are).

	How to help


	Practicing the Spanish words for shapes and colours and if your child doesn’t know it, look it up on the internet and add that to the words that you use. 

	MUSIC


	We will enhance our skills in listening & appraising. We will join in activities such as: Warm-up Games, Flexible Games, use new progressive improvisation resources, and a new compose tool. During these sessions all of the learning is focused around one song: Make You Feel My Love. The material presents an integrated approach to music where games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, children will listen and appraise other Pop Ballads.

	How to help
	Most of us listen to music and this gives us an opportunity to discuss what we like and dislike about different pieces of music and talking about the beat, tempo, rhythms and so on.

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION


	For the first half term, PE will be on Mondays ( Cross Country) and Fridays (Orienteering) both outside sports so it is suggested that warm tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirts are brought in. 
For the 2nd half term, PE will be on a Monday ( Dance) and Fridays (PAFC)

	How to help
	Making sure your child has the correct kit in school and promoting a healthy active mindset.


	USEFUL AND FUN WEBSITES

	Mymaths.co.uk
Ttrockstars.com




