Lauwnceston - a
local studiy

Launceston is a town, ancient
borough, and civil paorish in
Cornwall - known as the
gatewasy to Cornwall’ It is one
mile (.6 km) west of the
middle stage of the River
Tamar, which constitutes
almost the entire bhorder
bhetween Cornwall and Dewvon.
The landscape of the town is
generally steep, particularly
at o sharp south-western
knoll- topped by Launceston
Castle. These gradients fall
down to the River Kensey .and
asamaller tributaries.
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A Laurcestong~

The Castle

A mighty Norman fortress
looming owver Lauwnceston atop
a natural mound. The castle
was originally called
Dunheved, and was built to
control the crossing of the
River Tam.ar in and out of
Cornwall. In the |13th century
Richard, Earl of Cornwall
rebauilt the castle in stone,
and fortified the centraol
tower. The costle was used for
many Mears AA A court and

,gagi.

Hist.ory

Shortly after the Norman
Conguest, William the
Congueror made his half-
brother, Robhert of Mortain, the
Earl of Cornwall. Earl Robhert
buwilt a castle ot Launceston,
on the main transportation
route bhetween Cornwall and
Dexvon. The castle was a
traditional motte and bhailey
design favoured by the
Normans, with a timhber
palisode atop a high mound,
surrounded by an outer hailey
enclosed by earthworks.



Launceston Costle served as
the main administrative
centre for the Earls of
Cornwall. Sometime in the late
[2th century, o circulor stone
keep was erected on top of the
caostle mound. Then in 1227
Robert, hrother of Henry III,
reploced the remaining Norman
timber fortification with a
strong stone costle, bhuilt a
keep inside the circular tower,
and erected a stone curtain
wall in ploace of the earthwork
bhanks and ditches.

Earl Richard enloarged the
earlier hall, strengthened the
curtain walls, and bhuwilt a
barbhican to defend the south
gate. The Earl also bhuilt a
wall around the town and
added three gatehouses for
extro security. This made
Lauwnceston the only walled
town in Cornwall, another
indication of the town's
importance. Howewer, that
importance wos not to last,
for when Earl Richard died,
his son and heir, Edmund,
moved his administrative
centre to Losiwithiel, and
Launceston Coastle was
allowed to decaiy.

Elizabeth’'s Prison - the death

od Cuthhert Mayne

By the |6th century the
medieval castle was falling
to pieces, and though it was
not wsed as an administrative
centre, it still served as a
prison. The most famous
prisoner to he held in
Lauwnceston gool was George
Fox, founder of Quakerism. At
least Fox was released ajfter 8
months, unlike the Catholic
Cuthbert Mayne, who was
executed in 1577 for his
religiouns views. Ln 1838 the
county courts were moved to
Bodmin and Lauwnceston's
prison was torn down o few

Meors later.

Compare maps of
Launceston owver time -
notice settlement spread
and chaonge in town
identity from o costle
and baottlement to a
market town to a
commuter Location.






